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neighbours and yet is not at all humorous. To be humor-
ous or " to have a sense of humour " is to be capable of
laughing at one's own minor misfortunes, and thus to be
able to make of them occasions for that stimulating
refreshing activity we call merriment. The egoistic
humorist goes about the world perpetually drawing
attention to, and, making fun of, his own deficiencies.
But there is also the larger humour which finds occasion
for laughter in those defects and shortcomings which are
common to all men ; such humour, including in its object
the laugher himself, does not wound, as does the lower,
simpler form of laughter; for it brings a bond of fellow-
ship between him who laughs and all his fellows, inviting
all men, without discrimination, to share in the genial
exercise. Humorous laughter is thus a higher form which
implies the attainment in some degree of the power of
viewing ourselves objectively, of seeing ourselves as others
see us.

There is a peculiar condition of laughter which might
well have served as the cue to the true theory, and is the
touchstone which may be applied to all theories ; namely,
laughter on being tickled. It is obvious that tickle-sensa-
tion is not in itself pleasing, but is rather annoying. When
a fly settles on our face and tickles us, we brush it away with
slight annoyance; one can tickle oneself with a feather
without provoking the least tendency to laugh ; and,
if we are persistently tickled in spite of our efforts to escape
from the situation, we may be driven frantic. In order to
provoke by tickling the laughter-reaction, it is necessary
to tickle in a playful, humorous manner. If you tickle a
child without making clear to him that you are playful
and well disposed, he will merely struggle to escape, and
will then avoid you. But if you attack him playfully, you
provoke his laughter; he then enjoys the game and
returns again and again to renew it. Laughter on being
tickled is, then, the most primitive form of humour; it
implies an appreciation of the ridiculous nature of one's
own situation. Children learn to laugh on being tickled
only through tactful and playful repetition of the process ;
it is their initiation to the humorous attitude.